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Following ±» text of .eesage from the President for delivery 
to General de Gaulle. Adviae date time delivery. 

QTB October 16, 1959 

Dear General de Gaulle: 

I am glad to have your view* on the aummlt nM^tfTfc aa con- 
tained in your letter of October 8 and you will have had alao an 
opportunity to study our conclusions aa stated in my letter of 
October 9 which crossed yours. I think our views are essentially 
very close. Ky own feeling is that we owe it to the free world 
and to ourselves to take every opportunity to explore further the 
attitude of the Soviets. However, I feel strongly that we cannot 
do this until we know that we have a concerted point of view 
among ourselves, and I know from your October 8 letter that you 
agree with the need fcr close coordination of the Western views. 

I personally continue to believe that my recent exchanges 
of views with Mr. Khrushchev, while I repeat they have not led 
thus far to substantive changes of positions on the part of the 
Soviets, have caused a slight thawing of the international free**. 
^r ~ : — 1.„ I think / 
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I think that we have achieved a certain momentum, i agree with your 
conclusions that it is too early to assume that the Soviets will in 
fact make concessions; however, I likewise conclude that we should 
probably have a better chance of getting something from Khrushchev 
if we do not permit him to disengage from conversations with us for 
too long a period of time, 

Che reason that I regard an early meeting with you, Mr. Mac- 
millan and the Chancellor desirable is the fact that I am convinced we 
wish to be certain our evaluations of the possibility of reaching a 
modus Vivendi on Berlin (to which we should give priority considera- 
tion) with the Soviets at a summit meeting are the same. It seems 
to me that when the Foreign Ministers adjourned their sessions at 
Geneva in August there was still a wide gulf between us and the 
Russians. I agree that the elements of an agreement and the position * 
f of the two sides were clearly revealed. Cn some of the less Important 
I elements of our positions there was a varying measure of agreement. 
But on the vital question of where we would stand with respect to our 
rights at the end of the period we made no progress at all in spits of ; 
heroic efforts by the Western Ministers. I do not think we should 1 ' V 
underestimate the difficulties with which we are likely to ibe eon- ! - ' 
fronted when we take up this thorny subject again in a formal negotlfcl 
tion, and I believe you fully concur In this view. T 

Another point on which we must reach agreement' among ourselvesi f ; 
jvolves around the problem of dealing with suggestions that the ^fel 
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summit meeting should Include representation of countries other than 
ttt the four which met at Geneva In 1955. Since the subject of 
disarmament la almost certain to come up, the other aide will very 
likely propoae the admission of other participants In our meeting, 
citing the precedent of our acceptance of the Committee of Ten for 
Disarmament. The Soviets can in any event be expected to ralae the 
question of Eaat German participation. I think we mist make every 
effort to keep the meeting on a Pour Power basis as we did at the/S^ 
Summit conference In Geneva in 1955. 

Both the question of what we would talk about at a summit meet- 
ing and the possible differences as to the desirability, compoaltlon 
and dates Indicate to me that we ~ you, Mr. Macmlllan, Chancellor 
Adenauer and myself — must get together at the Heads of Government 
level at the earliest possible moment. I have reviewed my own 
schedule and find that with some readjustment I could free myself for 
the purpose for a few days In Europe at the end of this month. Paris 
would seem to me to be the logical place to meet In light of the 
difficulty which/would presumably find in visiting either London or 
Washington in advance of your state visits. For my part Pari, would 
be entirely acceptable. I stress that I would envisage such a 
meeting as involving no ceremonies, no social affairs, and devoted 
purely to business. Under these circumstances, I hope such j* ■ssilng^ 



would not impose an undue burden on you. 



<#W.@*5v 



V «U?h torn/ |a 



Page— 



—of telegram to. 



PRESIDENTIAL HANDLING 
sy PARIS 



With the pressure of time under which we are laboring I have 
asked Secretary Herter to take this matter up at once with Ambassa- 
dor Alphand and with the British and West German Ambassadors as 
well. If you agree In principle, I think we can leave the arrange- 
ments to be worked out by them through diplomatic channels. 
With warm regard. 

Sincerely, 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER UNQ5PE 
Observe PRESIDENTIAL HANDLING 
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